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Belarus, Bouvet Island, Comoros, Georgia, Ghana, Iceland, India, Japan, Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Taiwan, United Arab Emirates, Uzbekistan, Viet Nam
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VOLUME 37 NUMBER 5 OCTOBER 2011
An International Forum for Family Doctors oty docors. Ceog o el
CO NTENTS World Organization of Family Doctors
www.GlobalFamilyDoctor.com
From the Wonca President : The uneven climb - part 2 3 Wonca President
_ Prof Richard Roberts
From the CEO’s Desk Wonca 2013 conference planning 7 | | Department of Family Medicine
: : University of Wisconsin
committee meets in Prague School of Medicine & Public Health
1100 Delaplaine Court
From the Editor A global issue 8 Hgﬂ'm Wis3735
Tel +1 608 263 3508
+1 608 424 3384 (clinic)
FEATURE STOBIES ) ) ) ] 9 Fax +1 608 263 5813 (office) /
* Wonca president interviewed in Spain _+1 608 424 6353 (clinic)
* Entrevista al presidente de Wonca en Espafia Email President@wonca.net
* NCD opinion piece published in The Lancet Wonca Chief Executive Officer
* Confrontando las ENT: es necesario un enfoque diferente LoimEe i
¢ Comment aborder le probléme des maladies non-transmissibles: une autre | | WoncaWorld Secretariat
. . World Organization of Family Doctors
approche est nécessaire. 7z00A Reach Road M
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THE UNEVEN CLIMB - PART 2

In the previous issue of Wonca News, | contrasted Family Medicine in
Denmark and Romania. Danish family doctors stand tall atop their health
care system. Romanian family physicians have a challenging ascent up a
very steep slope. In this issue, | reflect on Spain and Brazil - two countries
where the national health care systems have been re-built over the past
two decades on a foundation of Family Medicine. A fiscal crisis (Spain) and
a change in government (Brazil) now threaten the continued climb of Family
Medicine in those nations.

Prof Roberts with a groups of trainees in Spain
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Caesar Augustus, captured by the
Goths, ruled by Muslim emirs, and
governed by the Kingdom of Aragon
before becoming part of modern
Spain.

My travel to Zaragoza was to
attend the annual conference of
semFYC (Sociedad Espafiola de
Medicina de Familia y Comunitaria).
The Spanish Society has just under
10,000 members. There were about
3,000 in attendance at the meeting.
The Spanish make a special effort
to reach out to medical students
through a pre-conference meeting.
| participated in a lively panel
that discussed the future of Family
Medicine in Spain. Several of the
professors and deans acknowledged
that the Spanish medical school
curriculum needed to become more
student-centered and relevant to
primary care.

During the course of the
conference, there was much concern
about potential cutbacks because
of the government’s financial crisis.
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Another issue was the effort to create
a specialty of Emergency Medicine,
which was viewed as a threat to
Family Medicine. The relative absence
of Family Medicine in academia was
also a subject of much discussion.

Zaragoza en junio

After three flights, two taxi rides, and one high speed train from Madrid,
| arrived in early June in Zaragoza, Spain. Built along the Ebro river, Zaragoza
is located in a valley between the Pyrenees Mountains to the northeast and
the Iberian System to the southwest. It is the fifth largest city in Spain, with a
metropolitan population of aboit‘Soo,ooo. iétggf)za has 2000 yTear history i spieEsa osrtian oF e day

: E = L' ! watching an experienced and skilled

— family doctor at work in his health

, \ ‘ center. Averaging about 5-7 minutes

A ' : per person, he sees about 40-60

: patients each day. His practice

was limited to those over age 14,

which is the norm for Spanish

family physicians. A government

established electronic health record

provided easy access to information

for each patient’s history, lab results,

imaging studies, and so on. The

range of patient concerns was

familiar: musculoskeletal complaints,

multi-system problems in the aged,
infections of various sorts.

Prof Roberts with the semFYC Board of Directors
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WUNULA [ News

My overall impression is that the family doctor plays
an important role in the Spanish health system. A heavy
volume of visits (40 per day compared to 25 per day
for other specialists) makes it difficult to address the
range of problems that patients present, or to know
the patient as well as the doctor would like. Part of
the solution will be to raise the visibility and status of
family doctors in Spanish society in general and medical
schools in particular.

Prof Roberts visits the clinic of Dr Jose Carlos Perez Viarruya of El
Centro de Delicias Sur
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health system, has begun to talk about allowing more
local flexibility, including a reversion back to the old
polyclinic model with care provided by specialists or
general doctors without primary care expertise.

In Brazil (from | to r): Joao Sequeira Carlos (Portugal), Inez Padula
Anderson, Juliana Oliveira Soares, Sandro Rodrigues Batista, Gustavo
Gusso (all from Brazil), with Rich Roberts (USA), Wesley Schmidt
(Paraguay).

The wavering by the government generated a great
deal of discussion on the part of the SBMFC members
who have worked hard to make the Family Health Program
successful and to achieve and maintain qualification as
exnerts in Familv Medicine and orimarv care. Peanle

5]

[T woncaNe... [~ CnBDRE 016



i WoncaNews.pdf - Adobe Reader == x|

Archivo  Edicion Yer Documento  Herramientas  Venfana  Ayuda

ﬁ dj* | %F‘égina ankeriar %F‘égina siguiente I'.:J |37 f' Reduci ﬂ_" Amipliar |129% - F' Desplazamiento por paginas EH IUna pagina completa EEIBuscar -

=]
WONCA News FEATURE STORIES
|
FEATURE STORIES . In Spain, the economic crisis is leading to cutbacks in
the public health system. What do you think should
be the response of family doctors?
WONCA PRESIDENT INTERVIEWED IN Innovate, be creative. Create novel ways to be more
accessible to your patients and community ,
SPAIN ibl ' d ity (SMS
e-mail, group visits, etc.). Go to your patients and
your community to share your concerns, and ask their
Internationally renowned Wonca President, Professor advice. Prove your worth by obtaining and presenting
Richard Roberts, is probably the best person to know the the results of your improvements in care that give
status of Family Medicine worldwide. His constant travels better outcomes and save money. Be consistent in
and stuc?ies, in a‘ddition to .his role as Presider?t ofWunca, your messages — you will need to communicate your
afford him a unique overview of the world situation. messages many times to the Ministry of Health, other
leading Spanish stakeholders, and the public.
At the 31st Congress of the Spanish Society of family
and Community Medicine (semFYC), held from 8-10 June, | 5. |n Spain, we are having a lively debate on the creation
2011, in Zaragoza, Professor Roberts took time to share of the new specialty of Emergency Medicine. We know
his knowledge and experiences; Ff—" SP'_E‘ak directly with that your country, the United States, was one of the
members of Congress; and to be interviewed by Dr Jose first to have this medical specialty. Based on the U.S.
Miguel Bueno of News semFYC. The status of Wonca and experience, do you think Spain should create this new
Family Medicine around the world; the situation of Family specialty of Emergency Medicine?
M‘i‘di_‘ii"e in a tin"!e of S'Ubﬂl ecnnomic crisis; and the If it does, | feel sorry for Spanish citizens, because it
possible creation in Spain of the specialty of Emergency represents a further fragmentation of the health system. -+
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